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Our State Capitol was designed by Cass Gilbert, a famous
architect who also designed the United States Supreme Court
building.  The Renaissance style building stands on sixteen acres of
land overlooking the Kanawha River in Charleston.  It was
constructed between 1924 and 1932.  While the $10,000,000
construction cost sounds quite expensive, it is small compared to
what the cost of construction would be today.

The Capitol Building contains more than fourteen acres of
floor space and has 333 rooms.  Limestone pillars, each weighing 86
tons, stand at the north and south entrances.  These pillars support
roofs called Roman Corinthian porticos.  Beneath each portico are
2,800-pound solid bronze doors decorated with leaves representing
West Virginia’s native hardwood trees.  Most of the inside of the
capitol is made of marble.

The crowning glory of the capitol is a 293-foot high dome, which is
five feet higher than the United States Capitol dome.   A 4,000-
pound chandelier, eight feet in diameter and powered by 96 light
bulbs, hangs inside the dome.  The chandelier is made of 10,080
pieces of hand-cut Czechoslovakian crystal.

Can you unscramble these words that relate to the State
Capitol Building?  Here are some clues to help you out.

3.  The Capitol is a                           style building.

1.  The                          of the State Capitol cost $10,000,00.

2.  The Capitol dome is taller than the
capitol dome.

4.  The pillars at the north and south entrances are made of

5.  The roofs at the north and south entrances to the Capitol
are called Roman Corinthian
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6.  Most of the inside of the Capitol is made of
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7.  In the dome hangs a crystal
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(1) Construction
(2) United States
(3) Renaissance

(4) Limestone
(5) Porticos
(6) Marble

(7) Chandelier
(8) Cass Gilbert

Capitol.
8. was the architect who designed West Virginia’s


